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Text: 
2 Chronicles 7:12 And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard 
thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 13: If I shut up heaven 
that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour the land, or if I send pestilence 
among my people; 14: If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  

Introduction 
As we wake up this morning, we continue to find ourselves in the middle of a global pandemic. 
Many are asking, is God judging the world? Is Coronavirus God’s direct judgment upon the 
world? Is this the end of the world? If you ask me, my answer is, I don’t know. I cannot speak for 
God, for only God knows. But one thing I know for sure is that we are in serious trouble today as 
we face this unseen enemy. COVID-19 is no respecter of persons. You and I, the whole world, no 
matter who you are, young and old, rich and poor, well-known and unknown, educated and 
uneducated, it doesn’t matter who you are, we are all in this and we are all affected by this crisis. 
I believe a better question to ask in the middle of this plague is, is there mercy for us? Is God 
reaching out and extending mercy in the middle of this global pandemic? Does God have a word 
for us today? And if He does, what is His word for us today in this time of great plague? 

The Bible has a lot to say about plagues, and how God’s people should respond to it. We can go 
to the word of God and find out how we should respond to this crisis. As Christians, what should 
we personally do about the current situation?  

Please turn to our texts, this today. 
2 Chronicles 7:13 If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command the locusts to devour 
the land, or if I send pestilence among my people; 14: If my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land. 
King Solomon had just dedicated the temple and concluded his earnest prayer. And in answer to 
Solomon’s prayer, God came that night and encouraged Solomon that if they, as God’s people, 
sin against Him and begin to drift away from Him, turn their back from His teaching and His 
commandments, and turn and serve other gods and idols, all they need to do is to turn back to 
Him, humble themselves, and pray, and seek His face, and turn from their wicked ways. God 
says, if they will do all these, then He will hear their prayers, forgive their sin, and heal their 
land. God says, if He sends His judgment such as drought, locusts, or a pestilence because of 



their sin, what they need to do is to turn to the Lord in earnest humility and repentance and they 
will find forgiveness and restoration and healing.  

I understand that these are God’s words spoken to Solomon, and the ‘land’ refers to the land of 
Israel. I am aware that Israel is not America and America is not Israel. But just because the 
words in 2 Chronicles 7:14 were spoken to Solomon, it does not mean that Christians today 
cannot benefit from its admonitions when we obey its precepts. In 1 Corinthians 10:11, we 
read “Now all these things happened unto them [Israel, God’s people in the Old Testament] for 
ensamples: and they are written for our admonition [instruction], upon whom the ends of the 
world are come.”

So, I believe the warnings and promises given to God’s people in the Old Testament can be 
applied to Christians in the New Testament. It is never wrong for any Christian to  to humble 
himself, and pray, and seek God’s face, and turn from his wicked ways. Today, we can still take 
heed of this warning and then cling to this promise that God wants to bring spiritual healing in 
our land. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name …
It is true that the whole world is in the middle of this plague, but God has a message for His 
people. By the way God’s people are the ones called by His name. Anyone who places their faith 
in God and calls for His mercy, is someone who is called by His name and call on His Name. 

Through this global crisis, I believe, God is calling His people to wake up. He doesn’t want the 
church to simply sit and watch the news and simply watch things happen. I believe God wants to 
do a mighty work in the church, with His people and the rest of the world. I believe today, God is 
reaching out and extending His hand of mercy. He delights in mercy and forgiveness and desires 
the healing of the nations. But God’s people must rise up and take heed His call and invitation.

Yes, we need a cure and a vaccine to stop the spread of this virus and I am praying for our 
scientists and medical experts as they seek for a cure and a vaccine. Understand that I not 
minimizing the seriousness of the situation that we are in. There are companies that are closing, 
millions are being laid off, millions will not have the ability to pay their bills and worst people 
are dying. These are serious times. But as serious as the situation we are in, our greatest need is 
spiritual awakening and spiritual healing. A spiritual awakening and a spiritual healing not just 
here in the States but also around the world.  

As we find ourselves in the middle of this plague what can we do? What is God calling us to do? 
I see fourfold condition to spiritual awakening in our text, namely, humble ourselves, pray, seek 
God’s face, and turn from our wicked ways. If we want spiritual awakening in our land and in 
our world, we as God’s people must first of all humble ourselves.  
2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves …
We must humble ourselves before God acknowledging our utter dependence on Him. Whether 
COVID-19 is a direct judgment of God upon the earth or not, it really doesn’t matter, we are still 



called to humble ourselves before God. Self-sufficiency, pride, boasting, arrogance, and conceit 
are condemned in the Scripture. In Proverbs 6:16, pride is one of the six things that the LORD 
hates. 

Proverbs 8:13 ... pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. 

C. H. Spurgeon wrote, “We have reasons for almost everything, but we have no reasons for 
pride. Pride is a thing which should be unnatural to us, for we have nothing to be proud of. What 
is there in man of which he should glory? Our very creation is enough to humble us; what are we 
but creatures of today? Our frailty should be sufficient to lay us low, for we shall be gone 
tomorrow. Our ignorance should tend to keep pride from our lips. What are we, but like the wild 
donkey’s colt which knoweth nothing? And our sins ought effectually to stop our mouths, and lay 
us in the dust. Of all things in the world, pride towards God, is that which hath the very least 
excuse; it hath neither stick nor stone whereon to build.”

While the Bible condemns pride in such strong words, it commends humility in such a wonderful 
way.  
James 4:6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble. 

There are many verses in the Bible where God talks about us humbling ourselves. In Matthew 
18:4. our Lord was speaking, had a little child with Him when He said, “Whosoever therefore 
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” 

Matthew 23:12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble 
himself shall be exalted. 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 

1 Peter 5:6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in 
due time: 

Please note that our humility is to be voluntary! We must humble ourselves or God will humble 
us. If we do not humble ourselves, there may come a day when the Lord will do it for us. And 
you don’t want that to happen. 

But what exactly is humility? How do we define humility? Someone has said, “Humility is the 
ability to see the truth of oneself.” But I would add, “Humility is the ability to see the truth of 
oneself in the light of Who God is.” 

Actually, the word ‘humility’ has the idea of being ‘under another’. One of the things God’s 
people must do, is to remember Who is LORD? And Who the LORD is! As I have mentioned 



last time, we find our LORD say the following words over and over again — “I am the LORD; I 
am the LORD thy God; I, even I, am the LORD; I am the LORD, and there is none else.”

Why does our LORD repeat Himself in such manner? Because we forget that we are not the 
LORD, Jehovah is! Humility is acknowledging and remembering that, “I am not the LORD. I am 
not God. I am not the Creator. I am the great I AM. I am not in control. I have never been in 
control. I am weak. I am helpless. I am utterly dependent upon God.” When we humble 
ourselves we are admitting our weakness and helplessness and reaching out to God for wisdom, 
strength and protection. We are saying, “I am nothing, I have nothing, and I can do nothing 
without God and without the Lord Jesus Christ!”

I believe the placement of humility in this fourfold condition to spiritual awakening and spiritual 
healing, is very important. It is mentioned first because without humility the other conditions will 
not be performed, such as prayer, seeking God’s face, and turning from our wicked ways. 

Let’s look quickly what humbling ourselves will lead to, namely, Fervent Prayer, 
Right Priority, and Personal Purity.

I - Fervent Prayer  
When we humble ourselves before God, acknowledging our weakness and helplessness we will 
pray fervently. Humility leads to prayer. Prayer in essence is humility in action. The person who 
prays sees his own inability and recognizes God’s ability. Humility causes him to come before 
the Lord to seek the help he needs. As God’s people, we are called to pray.  Someone has 
said, “Prayerlessness is the first cousin to pride. Prayerlessness says, “I do not need to call on 
God, I can make it without His help.”  The root of prayerlessness is pride and it is a disaster 
waiting to happen. If you pray only when your are in trouble, you a re in trouble.

C. H. Spurgeon said this about prayerlessness, “A prayerless church member is a hindrance. He 
is in the body like a rotting bone or a decayed tooth. Before long, since he does not contribute to 
the benefit of his brethren, he will become a danger and a sorrow to them. Neglect of private 
prayer is the locust which devours the strength of the church.”

What do we pray in this time of crisis? We need to pray for spiritual awakening and salvation 
of souls. Yes, pray for a cure, for a vaccine for COVID-19. Pray that God would bless the efforts 
of our scientists and medical experts. Pray for those who are on the frontlines of this pandemic, 
such as doctors, nurses, medical assistants, paramedics, house keepers in the hospitals, national 
guards, and all other frontliners. We can sure pray for the removal of the crisis, but don’t just 
pray for the removal of the crisis, but rather pray that we would learn from this crisis. That when 
this is over, God willing, that it would not be business as usual in our individual Christian lives, 
in our churches. Pray that there would be a renewed love to God and to Jesus Christ and to His 
Church and to His Gospel. Pray that God would accomplish His purpose through this crisis. 



What a tragedy it would be if a person is tested positive of COVID-19 and gets medical care and 
recovers and survives the virus and goes right back to his ungodly life and then eventually dies 
for another reason and in another day without God and without Christ. That would be tragic. 
Mark 8:36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 

O, let us humble ourselves and pray for spiritual awakening in our country and in the world. 

II - Right Priority 
When we humble ourselves before God, not only we will pray fervently, but also we will have 
right priority. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, 
and pray, and seek my face …
If we want spiritual awakening in our own individual lives, in our church, in our country and in 
our world, God’s people must set their priority right. We must seek God and His kingdom first.  
Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you. 

To seek God’s face is to hunger and thirst for God for a closer walk with Him. This hungering 
and thirsting for God is a concept clearly taught in the Scripture. 

Psalm 42:1 As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 2: 
My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?  

Psalm 63:1 O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 
longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 2: To see thy power and thy glory, so 
as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

Paul in his epistles expresses his desire for God. Listen to his testimony in Philippians 3:8 “Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win 
Christ,”  
It is clear that hungering and thirsting after God is a common experience of godly men and 
women in the Scripture. One of the problems among profession Christians today is the lack of 
seeking the face of God. Ben Patterson says it this way, “We have become satisfied with mere 
church, mere religious exertion, mere numbers and buildings—the things we can do. There is 
nothing wrong with these things, but they are no more than foam left by the surf on the ocean of 
God’s glory and goodness.” 

O, how we need to humble ourselves and pray and seek God’s face in this time of distress. And 
do not rest until we find Him. 

III - Personal Purity  
Humbling ourselves not only will lead to fervent prayer, right priority, but also personal purity.  



2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways …
Personal purity comes by means repentance. Repentance means to confess our wicked ways and 
turn away from them.  
Proverbs 28:13 He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy. 
Mercy is bestowed not to those who are too proud to confess their sins. Mercy is bestowed to 
those who confess and forsake their sins and their wicked ways. 

What are wicked ways? “Wicked ways” are anything that displease God. They are all 
transgression of God’s law. They are all missing the mark. They are all coming short of the glory 
of God. Your wicked ways may not be the same as mine. To some it may be pornography to 
others pride. To some it may be immorality to others indifference. To some it may be lust to 
others lying. To some it may be it may greed to others it may be gossip. To some it may 
be drunkenness to others it maybe bitterness. It may be sin of commission or sin of omission. 
Whatever your wicked ways are, revival and spiritual awakening means turning from the ways 
that displease God and turning to the ways that please God. It means turning from sin and turning 
unto God. Personal purity and holiness of life starts with acknowledgment one’s sin and turning 
away from them. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways … 
Do you see the progression? Humility leads to prayer. Prayer leads to seeking God’s face. 
Seeking God’s face leads to turning from our wicked ways. One preacher observed that this 
fourfold condition form a kind of progression. “It starts with humility. Humility is seeing our 
true condition. You will never pray with any fervency until you see your true condition before 
God. You will never seek God’s face until you begin to get serious about prayer. You will never 
turn from your wicked ways until God becomes all-important in your life.”

Closing Thoughts 
Today, God is calling His people to humble themselves and seek His face. The call to seek God’s 
face is a call to have God as our one desire and our supreme priority in life. It is a call to abandon 
whatever idols we might have in our lives. God in His divine providence, wisdom and mercy, is 
stripping away our idols from us, isn’t He? This COVID-19 crisis that has taken place in our 
country and yes around the world has caused the removal of idols that men worship in our day – 
the idol of sports, the god of entertainment, and the god of money. Sporting events have been 
cancelled, entertainment places, such as casinos and bars have been closed, and the market has 
collapsed. Some may ask, but what about the cancellation of in-person church services? I just 
wonder, if our current inability to have in-person worship services is also a wake-up call to the 
church to come back to biblical and pure Christianity. Today, many churches are offering strange 
fire and entertaining strange doctrines. Instead of doctrine and preaching and prayer, music and 
entertainment have taken over in many church services today. There is an obsession for 
entertainment even among professing believers. Many spiritual leaders will do anything to build 



a big church. Church leaders are using worldly methods and bringing worldly things into the 
church services hoping to attract the crowd and to keep the crowd. O, may we not be guilty of 
turning God’s “house of prayer into den of thieves.” O, may we not be guilty of offering strange 
fire to our thrice Holy God.  

We are all in the middle of this pandemic that has taken place in our country and in our world, 
but I believe this — this time of distress is the mercy of God in disguise. Because I believe that 
through this world-wide crisis, God is reaching out to us and calling the lost and the saved and 
wants to give us the best, which Himself! God want us to come to a place where we could say 
with the Psalmist in Psalm 73:25-26 “Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, 
and my portion for ever.”

Christians, how are you responding in this distressing time? The stake is so great that God’s 
people cannot afford to just sit, watch for latest update on COVID-19, and let the time pass. We 
must redeem the time for the days are evil. We must redeem the time for what is at stake is great. 
And what is at stake? It is the glory of God and the salvation of souls.  

I pray that we will take God’s invitation seriously today and let’s do what God is calling us to do. 
May we humble ourselves, and pray, and seek God’s face, and turn from our wicked ways. May 
the LORD be pleased to hear from heaven, forgive our sin, and send His much-needed spiritual 
healing to our nation and to the world. 

Let me speak to you listening to this sermon who are still without Jesus Christ. My prayer is that 
may you be led to seek salvation. But remember, salvation is found in Jesus Christ alone and in 
Him alone. The Bible says, “Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
Humble yourself and call upon Jesus Christ to save you. Look to Him who suffered and died and 
rose again that you might have forgiveness and eternal life and to be with Jesus Christ in Heaven 
forever. Come to Jesus! Come to Him who alone is able to forgive and save you from you sins!  

AMEN!


